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1 In the event that the cooperative legal form is not provided for by law, cooperatives will be identified by analyzing other legal 
forms that meet the four operating criteria specified in the ILO Guidelines (International Labour Organisation, 2018). 
2 The organization types to be surveyed are currently under revision by the World Cooperative Monitor team and Advisory 

Committee to better compare organizations across countries, sectors, and types. The difficulty lies in the fact that finding a 

definition that is shared by different countries is complicated. There are different regulations and laws between one country and 

another in this regard and finding a way to define all organizations through a unique classification, which can at the same time take 

into account and enhance the peculiarities of the different systems is complicated and challenging. Moreover, cooperatives that 

enter the top 300 classification of the WCM, given their size, are real giants from an economic point of view and therefore their 

structure is in most cases complex and branched. On this point a continuous exercise of refinement over the years, is leading to a 

continuous improvement of the data collected.
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3“The principal activity of the unit in general can usually be determined from the goods that it sells or ships or the services that it 
renders to other units or consumers. […] Ideally, the principal activity of the unit should be determined with reference to the value 
added to the goods and services produced. The relevant valuation concept is gross value added at basic prices, defined as the 
difference between output at basic prices and intermediate consumption at purchaser’s prices.” (UN 2008, p. 20). 
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