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1 In the event that the cooperative legal form is not provided for by law, cooperatives will be identified by analyzing other legal 
forms that meet the four operating criteria specified in the ILO Guidelines (International Labour Organisation, 2018). 
2The organisation types to be surveyed are currently under revision by the World Cooperative Monitor team and Advisory 

Committee to better compare organisations across countries, sectors, and types. The difficulty lies in the fact that finding a 

definition that is shared by different countries is complicated. There are different regulations and laws between one country and 

another in this regard and finding a way to define all organisations through a unique classification, which can at the same time take 

into account and enhance the peculiarities of the different systems is complicated and challenging. Moreover, cooperatives that 

enter the top 300 classification of the WCM, given their size, are real giants from an economic point of view and therefore their 

structure is in most cases complex and branched. On this point a continuous exercise of refinement over the years, is leading to a 

continuous improvement of the data collected.

 



 

                                                           
3“The principal activity of the unit in general can usually be determined from the goods that it sells or ships or the services that it 
renders to other units or consumers. […] Ideally, the principal activity of the unit should be determined with reference to the value 
added to the goods and services produced. The relevant valuation concept is gross value added at basic prices, defined as the 
difference between output at basic prices and intermediate consumption at purchaser’s prices.” (UN 2008, p. 20). 
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COUNTRY Name of organisation 

Name of 

publication or 

ranking 

accessed where 

existing 

Australia Centre for Entrepreneurial Management and Innovation (CEMI) 

Mazzarol, T. 

(2020) “ 

Australia’s 

Leading Co-

operative and 

Mutual 

Enterprises in 

2020 ” CEMI 

Discussion Paper 

Series, DP 2001, 

Centre for 

Entrepreneurial 

Management and 

Innovation, 

www.cemi.com.au 

Colombia Confecoop - Confederación de Cooperativas de Colombia (COLCoop) 
2019 Confecoop 

database 

Finland Pellervo Society (Pellervo) 
Finnish 300+ 

2019-2018 

Netherlands The Dutch Council for Cooperatives (NCR) 

Nederlandse 

Coöoperatie Top 

100 (2019) 

New 

Zealand 
Cooperative Business New Zealand (NZ.Coop) 

Top 30 by 

revenue (2020) 

Portugal CASES - Cooperativa António Sérgio para a Economia Social 

The top 100 

cooperatives - 

2019 

Spain Confederación Empresarial Española de la Economía Social (CEPES) 

Las Empresas 

Más Relevantes 

de la Economía 

Social 2019-2020 

UK Co-operatives UK (CoopUK) 
Co-operative 

Economy 2020 

USA National Cooperative Bank (NCB) 
NCB Coop 100 

(2020) 



 

USA United States Department of Agriculture Rural Development (USDA) 

Agricultural 

Cooperative 

Statistics 2019  

USA Callahan & Associates, Inc. 

US Credit Unions 

with turnover 

above 100 million 

USD 

  Orbis - Bureau van Dijk database (Orbis)* 

Cooperatives with 

turnover above 

100 million USD 

 


